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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR FEBRUARY 4, 2022  

 
 

Snowstorm Warriors  

I want to commend the Service Department 
crews who have been working 12-hour shifts 
since Wednesday to plow roads and keep 
our residents safe. Thank you! 
 
During the past three weeks we have had 
three significant snowstorms. In some ways, 
this week’s storm proved to be the most 
challenging because it started as rain, then 
turned to sleet before heavy, blowing snow 
blanketed the area. 
 
Let us remember that plow drivers sit in the 
small cab of a truck for hours on end, trying 
to see through falling and often blowing 
snow. It requires focus, stamina, and skill. 
On behalf of the City and our residents, 
THANK YOU! 

 
Sometimes you will see two, three, even four trucks across a road simultaneously 
clearing the snow. This maneuver is beneficial because multiple trucks can clear an 
entire road in one pass. 
 
Please give snowplow trucks space on the road. DO NOT attempt to pass a 
snowplow.  
 
Residents can assist the City’s snow plowing process in several ways: 
 

Do not shovel or plow snow into city streets. 
Clear snow away from fire hydrants and mailboxes. 
Remove parked cars from the street. 
Keep children off the street when snowplows are operating. 

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org


2 
 
 

 
Here is what streets looked like on Friday morning. Yes, that’s pavement you see.  

 
As I mentioned in my SwiftReach 

call earlier this week, there are 

more than seven hundred 

residents signed up for the City’s 

senior snow removal service. The 

City contracts with private snow 

removal companies to open senior 

residents’ driveways ONLY after 

the main streets are plowed. Once 

called, they have 16-hours to 

complete their routes.  

The contractors’ job was more 

complicated this week because 

plowing heavy ice and snow in 

blizzard-like conditions takes 

more time.  

Again, I ask everyone to please be patient. This service is intended to make driveways 

accessible for emergency access.  

 
Announcing New Human Resources Director 
 

I am pleased to announce that Bridget Day Kozub will be 
joining the City as Human Resources Director on Monday, 
February 14. She will bring the City a wealth of experience in 
benefits administration, policy management, employee and 
labor relations, recruitment and retention, onboarding, 
workers compensation, training and development, and 
employee engagement.  
 
Born and raised in Independence and a current resident, Ms. 
Kozub has extensive experience working for municipalities 
and different companies in the private sector.   
 

After graduating from Cleveland State University with a degree in Communication 
Studies, Bridget worked for the Village of Moreland Hills, serving in the mayor’s office 
and later the police department.  
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In 2012, she joined the City of Solon as a Human Resources Coordinator. She 
administered and coordinated all aspects of the city’s self-insured workers’ 
compensation program, which resulted in an annual savings of hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for the city. As a result, Solon earned an A+ in the first annual BWC audit.  
 
She later joined the City of Dublin as a Human Resources Coordinator before returning 
home to Independence, where she worked on special projects in the City’s Human 
Resources Department.  
 
In the private sector, Bridget has served as a Benefits Consultant and Account Manager 
for Britton Gallagher, an Account Executive for USI Insurance Services, Assistant Vice 
President at Armada Risk Partners, and a Broker Consultant for Harness Health 
Partners.  
 
I am thrilled that Bridget will be bringing her excellence in leadership and expertise in 
human resources to our City.  
 
 
 
Saturday Fun! 

The weather should be nice and clear for the City’s first 
Community Craft Fair on Saturday, February 5 
from 10 AM to 3 PM at the Civic Center. Admission 
is free!  
 
There will be a wide variety of local artisans – 40% are 

residents -- selling handmade art, crafts, bath products, 

bakery, jewelry, gifts, and much more! It is a great 

reason to get out of the house and shop for great handmade gifts for your sweetheart, 

the kids' teachers, friends, and don't forget to treat yourself to something too! 

The Community Café will be open for some simple bites and as always, we will have free, 
hot coffee brewing all day!  
 
Accepted payment methods vary per vendor, so make sure to bring some cash to the 
event. See you tomorrow! 
 
 

Weekly Finance Report  

A busy start to 2022 for the Finance Department, some interesting 

statistics about the office market, and more in Finance Director Vern 

Blaze’s  Weekly Update for February 4, 2022.  

Read the Legislative Review for the February 8, 2022 Council Meeting here.  

https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/legislative_reviews.php#outer-871
https://www.facebook.com/events/477262677252391?ref=newsfeed
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Property Tax Deadline 

Cuyahoga County residents have less than a week to pay their 

property taxes. The deadline is Thursday, February 10, 2022.  

 

 

 

All Skate! 

The below freezing temperatures means Elmwood Pond remains open for ice skating 

this week!  

 
Recreation Department crews have been maintaining the pond and surrounding areas to 

make the area safe and accessible for everyone, including:   

 

o Clearing snow from edge to edge. 

o Daily sweeping of the ice with a rotary broom.  

o Installing a fire pit with a retaining brick wall.  

o Providing picnic tables for skate changes. 

o Setting up hockey goals on the ice.  

o Maintaining safety cones as needed. 
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Meanwhile inside the 

Fieldhouse, the Cav’s 

Youth Basketball Camp 

continued this week for 

children in kindergarten 

through second grade.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly 

Updates, please ask them to email their name to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 
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